
 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 1 

ELEMENTARY 1:   A1.1 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR  VOCABULARY  SKILLS           STUDENT CHECKLIST:      ✓                           

TOPIC 1 
Hallo ich 
bin Mia 

 
sein       
kommen 
heißen 
haben 
wohnen 
 
die Artikel 
 
Nominativ-
pronomen 

 
die Grüße 
die Zahlen  
die Monate 
die Wochentage 

die Jahreszeiten 
die Gefühle 
 
wo / wie  

 
asking for and 
giving 
personal 
information 
 
 

 
I can greet people. 
I can say my name, where I’m from, etc.  
I can count to 100. 
I can say the days, the seasons and the months. 
I can say how I am feeling. 
I can form simple questions with wo/wie. 
I can use sein, kommen, heißen, haben, wohnen.  
I can use the articles der / die / das with nouns. 
I can use Nominativ personal pronouns, e.g. ich, du 
I can recognise many German/English cognates. 

   

TOPIC 2 
Sie ist 
meine 
Schwester 
 
 

 
arbeiten 
sprechen 
mögen 
 
Possessiv-
pronomen 
 

der Nominativ 
der Akkusativ 
der Dativ 
kein v nicht 

 
die Familie 
das Alphabet 
 
wer / wie viele 
 

 
describing 
families  
 
 
 
 

 
I can talk about my family. 
I can ask someone about their family. 
I can understand a paragraph about someone. 
I can form simple questions with wer/wie viele. 
I can use possessive adjectives, mein, dein, etc. 
I can use the Nominativ case with sein. 
I can use the Akkusativ case with haben. 
I can use the Dativ case with in and mit. 
I can make a negative sentence. 
I understand some German pronunciation rules. 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 2 

ELEMENTARY 1:   A1.1 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR VOCABULARY SKILLS STUDENT CHECKLIST:     ✓                   

TOPIC 3 
Guten 
appetit! 
 
 
 
 

 
essen 
trinken 
schmecken 
möchten 
können  
hätten gerne 
 

 
die Frucht   
das Gemüse               
das Fleisch 
der Fisch 
die Mahlzeiten 
die Speisekarte  
die Lebensmittel 

 
expressing 
likes / dislikes 
 
ordering in a 
restaurant 
 
  

 
I can talk about foods I like / dislike. 
I can talk about my dietary habits. 
I can talk about mealtimes in my country. 
I can understand a restaurant menu in German. 
I can order what I want in a restaurant. 
I can shop on a German supermarket website. 
I can recognise common noun endings in German. 

   

TOPIC 4 
Wie ist…? 

 
Adjektive im 
Komparativ 
und Superlativ 
 
Adjektiv-
endungen in 
Nominativ 

 
die Adjektive 
die Länder 
die 
Nationalitäten 
die Sprachen 

 
describing 
people and 
places 
 
comparing 
countries 

 
I can describe my country. 
I can use adjectives to describe other countries. 
I can make comparisons between two countries. 
I can use comparative and superlative adjectives. 
I can use adjective endings in the Nominativ. 
I can ask questions about Germany and other 
countries where German is an official language. 

   

TOPIC 5 
Wo wohnst 
du? 

 
Es gibt 
 
Adjektiv-
endungen in 
Akkusativ 

 
die Häuser 
die Zimmer 
die Möbel 
  

 
describing 
your home 
 
problems 
with property 

 
I can describe my home and my ideal property. 
I can understand others describing their homes. 
I can understand a German property website. 
I can say big numbers and percentages. 
I can talk about problems with my home. 
I can use adjective endings in the Akkusativ. 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 3 

ELEMENTARY 1:   A1.1 level    

 GRAMMAR  VOCABULARY  SKILLS  STUDENT CHECKLIST:     ✓                   

TOPIC 6 
Haben 
Sie…? 

 
gehen 
kosten 
einkaufen 
um…zu  
 
Sie v du 
 
Komposita 
 
Nomen en 
Plural 

 
die Geschäfte 
die Farben  
die Kleidung 
 

 
buying and 
exchanging 
 
 
 

 
I can describe shops. 
I can say colours. 
I can say the names of clothes. 
I can ask about sizes, prices and payment. 
I can express measurements and quantities. 
I can exchange purchases in a shop. 
I can use the polite Sie with people I don’t know. 
I can use the Dativ case with zu. 
I can understand how to make compound nouns. 
I can understand rules for making plural nouns. 
 

   

TOPIC 7 
Gibt es in 
der Nähe 
eine 
Apotheke? 

 
Präpositionen 
+ Akkusativ/ 
Dativ 
 
 
 
 
der Imperativ 
 

 
der Stadt 
die Zeichen 
die Weg-
beschreibung 
 
 

 
giving and 
following 
directions to 
places and 
landmarks in 
a town or city 
 
following 
signs and 
notices 

 
I can talk about buildings in a town / city. 
I can say where a place is. 
I can ask for and give simple directions. 
I can understand and follow simple directions. 
I know which prepositions to use with Akkusativ. 
I know which prepositions to use with Dativ. 
I can use the imperative. 
I can understand common signs and notices. 
I can understand some information for tourists. 
I can use some common useful expressions. 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 4 

ELEMENTARY 1:   A1.1 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR  VOCABULARY  SKILLS  STUDENT CHECKLIST:   ✓                   

TOPIC 8 
Ich stehe 
um 8 Uhr 
auf 

 
das Präsens 
- verb 

endings  
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 

 

 
immer 
normalerweise 
gewöhnlich 
manchmal 
selten 
fast nie 
nie 

 
describing 
everyday 
actions and 
routines 
 
telling the 
time 

 
I can describe and ask about daily routines. 
I can tell the time. 
I can recognise the present tense of verbs. 
I can add das Präsens endings to common verbs. 
I can understand German word order. 
I can understand I should use das Präsens for 
routines, habits, facts and permanent situations. 

   

TOPIC 9 
Wie oft isst 
du Fisch? 

 
das Präsens  
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 

 
die Verben 

 
die 
Zeitadverbien 

 
describing 
everyday 
actions and 
routines 

 
I can use das Präsens to describe my habits. 
I can say what I always, usually, never, etc. do. 
I can read a text about the habits of people in 
another country. 
I can ask people about their habits. 
I can use adverbials of time and frequency. 
I can use prepositions of time. 

   

TOPIC 10 
Was bist du 
von Beruf? 

 
das Präsens  
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 
 
 

 
die Arbeitsplätze 

die Berufe 
 

 
describing 
work 
activities  
 
writing a CV 

 
I can describe where I work and what I do. 
I can describe my working routine. 
I can understand others talking about their work. 
I can conjugate common work verbs. 
I can understand a CV in German. 
I can complete a CV about myself in German. 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 5 

ELEMENTARY 2:   A1.2 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR  VOCABULARY  SKILLS  STUDENT CHECKLIST:   ✓                   

TOPIC 11 
Kanst du…?  
 

 
können 
müssen 
dürfen 
  
 
 

 

 
noun phrases 

 
describing 
abilities 
 
describing 
rules 
 

 
I can describe some skills I can / can’t do.  
I can ask others what they can / can’t do. 
I can say what people can / can’t do at work. 
I can say what people can / can’t do by law. 
I can describe some rules in my workplace, 
country, etc 
. 
 
 

   

TOPIC 12 
Was fehlt 
dir/Ihnen? 
 

 
weh tun 
brauchen 
sollen 
kein v nicht 
 
Präpositionen 
+ Akkusativ/ 
Dativ 
 
Dativ- 
pronomen 

 
die Gefühle 
der Körper 
die Krankheiten 

 
describing 
illnesses  
 
giving advice 
for minor 
illnesses 
 
describing a 
medical 
system 
 

 
I can say the parts of the body. 
I can explain how I’m feeling. 
I can describe a minor illness or condition I have. 
I can ask for something in a pharmacy. 
I can understand advice for minor illnesses. 
I can give advice for minor illnesses. 
I can negate a sentence with kein or nicht. 
I can use prepositions with Dativ. 
I can use prepositions with Akkusativ. 
I can use Dativ personal pronouns. 
 
 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 6 

ELEMENTARY 2:   A1.2 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR VOCABULARY SKILLS STUDENT CHECKLIST:      ✓                   

TOPIC 13 
Wie war 
das Wetter? 

 
sein 
- present 
- past 
- future  
 
 

 
das Wetter 
die Regionen 
der Norden 
der Süden 
der Osten 
der Westen 

 
describing the 
weather 
today, 
tomorrow 
and yesterday 
 

 
I can say what the weather is like at the moment. 
I can say what the weather was like yesterday. 
I can say what the weather will be like tomorrow. 
I can describe the climate in my country. 
I can understand a weather website in German 
I can use sein in the past, present and future. 

   

TOPIC 14 
Ich weiß, 
was du 
letzes 
Wochenende 
gemacht 
hast 

 
das Perfekt 
- verb endings  
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 

 
Zeitadverbien 
for the past 
 
gestern Abend 
heute Morgen 
letzten Freitag 
vor einer Woche 

 
talking about 
past actions 
 
expressing 
experiences 

 
I can recognise the past of common verbs. 
I can add das Perfekt endings to common verbs. 
I can use das Perfekt to say what I did last 
weekend, yesterday, etc. 
I can talk about my past experiences. 
I can use past time adverbials. 
I can use coordinating conjunctions e.g. denn  
I can use subordinating conjunctions e.g. wenn  

   

TOPIC 15 
Als ich ein 
Kind war 

 
das Imperfekt 
verb endings 
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 
 

 
past time 
adverbials with 
das Imperfekt 
 
common noun 
phrases  

 
expressing 
experiences 
 
comparing 
life in the 
present / past 

 
I can add das Imperfekt endings verbs. 
I can use das Imperfekt to describe my youth. 
I can ask others about their childhoods. 
I can talk about my past experiences. 
I can make simple comparisons between life in 
the present and life in the past. 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 7 

ELEMENTARY 2:   A1.2 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR  VOCABULARY  SKILLS  STUDENT CHECKLIST:       ✓                   

TOPIC 16 
Interessierst 
du dich für 
Sport? 

 
Reflexivverben 
 
Akkustativ-
pronomen 

 
der Sport 
die Hobbys 
das Kino 
die Musik 
die Bücher 
 

 
likes / dislikes 
 
giving opinions 
 
agreeing and 
disagreeing 

 
I can say what I like / dislike doing.  
I can talk about common sports and hobbies. 
I can talk about movies, TV and books.   
I can give my opinion. 
I can agree or disagree with a viewpoint. 
I can use common reflexive verbs. 
I can use Akkusativ personal pronouns. 

   

TOPIC 17 
Wohin fahren 
wir? 

 
umsteigen 
aufsteigen 
einsteigen 
reservieren 
einchecken 
übernachten 
 
trennbare 
Verben 
 
der Genitiv 
 
 

 
am Flughafen 
am Bahnhof 
in dem Hotel 
 

 
booking tickets / 
car hire / flights / 
accommodation 
 
 
dealing with 
travel problems 

 
I can book a flight on a German website. 
I can check in at the airport. 
I can understand airport announcements. 
I can hire a car at a German airport. 
I can book tickets at a German station. 
I can deal with problems, e.g.  lost luggage. 
I can book accommodation on a German 
website. 
I can change details on a reservation. 
I can describe accommodation problems. 
I can write a short hotel review. 
 
 

   



 GERMAN COURSE CONTENT: A1 ELEMENTARY 
 
 

© the language place 8 

ELEMENTARY 2:   A1.2 level I can  
do this! 

getting 
there! 

revise 
this! 

 GRAMMAR VOCABULARY SKILLS STUDENT CHECKLIST:          ✓                   

TOPIC 18 
Was wirst du 
nächstes Jahr 
tun? 
 

 
das Futur 
- verb endings  
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 
 

 
Zeitadverbien 
for the future 
 
common noun 
phrases e.g. 
Rucksackreisen  

 
talking about 
future plans and 
intentions 

 
I can talk about my future plans. 
I can ask someone about their future plans. 
I can talk about my future intentions. 
I can ask about someone’s future intentions. 
I can use future time expressions well. 

   

TOPIC 19 
Was sein wird 
wird sein 
 

 
das Futur 
- verb endings 
- affirmative 
- negative 
- questions 

 
global problems 
 
current affairs 

 
talking about 
global problems 
 
making 
predictions 
 

 
I can describe some global problems. 
I can talk about problems in my country. 
I can ask about problems in other countries. 
I can recognise the future tense for verbs. 
I can add das Futur endings to verbs. 
I can make predictions about the future using 
das Futur correctly. 
 

   

TOPIC 20 
Pronunciation 
Masterclass 

 
- vowel 

sounds 
- consonant 

sounds  
- stress 

 

 
review of A1 
level 
vocabulary 

 
pronouncing 
sounds correctly 
 
pronouncing 
words correctly 

 
I can identify and pronounce vowels. 
I can identify and pronounce consonants. 
I can identify silent letters. 
I can understand word and sentence stress. 
I can pronounce some commonly 
mispronounced words. 

   

 


